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EXPAND CONSTRUCTION OF PRIVATELY OWNED HOUSES
IN USSR; SOME CRITICISMS NOTED

[ﬁumbera in parentheses refer to appended aources_.7

In 1951, the Soviet
sition of privately owned
struction.(2)

government liberalized the credit terms for the acqui-
houses and encouraged the expansion of their con-

’ A Soviet citizen with the Becessary financial resources can acquire such

& house in two ways: he can build

one Limself on a plot of land specially al-

lotted by executive committees of rayon and city soviets (1), or he can pur-

chase one which has been

finished house is 10,000 to 30,000

built by an institution or enterprise. The cost of a

rubles, depending on the amount of living

space, the number of rooms, and other factors involved in the construction,(2)

The state grants loaus of 10,000

with the term of repayment varying

could only be bought from enterprises and institutions

though payments could be staggered
stances.

Yeers.(2)

In 1931, some 7,000 miners of

and other USSR coal basins built their
house has a lot for a kitchen garden. .
while coal combines created advantageous conditions for the [

long-term loans,

Now, the amount of the down
cent of the total price to 10 percent,

- 35,000 rubles to individual.builders ’
from 7 to 10 years.(3) Formerly, houses
on & cash basis, even
over 2-3 years under exceptional circum-
payment has becn reduced from 20 per
and payments may be staggered over 10

the Donbass, Kuzbass, Urals, Podmoskov'ya,
own two- to three-room houses. Each N

The state gave 10 million rubles of

supply of wood, cement > and other materials, ms well as labor apd tranaportg- .
tion. Yhole settlements of 200 or more privately owned houses sprang up at’ . ¢

some mines. On 1 Jenusry

the Wew Yesr in tueir own

1952, 3,000 20al industry workers were to calebrate
nomes . {4}

In the RSFSR, individual owners built 450 houses ia Saratov in 1551.(5) £

The metallurgical plant in Chusovoy,

Molotov Oblast, built a large settlement

of 260 single and double apartment Louses which its workers have acquired as
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their own property. The houses are either wooden, stone, or made of cinder
blocks.{6) About 6,000 workers own their homes in Magnitogorsk (7), vwhile
815 individual houses have been built in Omek in 1951.{B) In the city of
Tomsk, more than 200 individual builders settled in their privately owned
residences in 1951.(9) Since the beginning of 1951, the udministration and
factory committee of the Vyska Metellurgical Plant in Gor'kiy Oblast have
granted loans amounting to 500,000 rubles to individual builders. The plant
has also helped builders with vood, brick, and other construction materials,
80 that 40 houses were built by fall 1951.(10)

Construction-repair cooperatives, which are especiully concerned with

the construction of individual houses and help individunl builders, have been

] organized in the Estonian SSR. Trading organizations supoly builders with

- necessary construction materials; while the directors of enterprises and in-
stitutions help with materials and transportation. In the last 3 years, 227
individal houses with a total area of about 10,000 square meters of living
space were built in Tartu. The long-term loans given for the construction
of these houses amounted to 2,270,000 rubles, of & total of more than 4 million
rubles allotted for long term loans for Tartu in the last 3 years. In 1952,
more than 100 families living in Tartu are to be settled in their owu houses.
The allotment of long-term credits for individual housing construciion is
carried out on a plan basis. The locel soviets and enterprises make corres-
ponding yearly plans, but not all the executive commiitees of local soviets
and enterprises make full use of the sums allotted, thereby hindering the
growth of individual housing comstruction. Because of the failure of lead-
ers of the executive committees of Ryapinaskiy, Otepyaskiy, and Valgaskiy
rayons, and of the management of the Tartu railroad center and the admin-
istration of the Tartu city industrial combine to give sufficient attention
to the construction of privete houses, the 1951 plan for such construction
in these rayons and by these enterprises was not fulfilled. More than 100,000
rubles of long-term loans were not used by these rayons and enterprises. QOne
of the main reasons for the failure to fulfill the plan is the inability of
many individual builders to obtain construction materials. Retail outlets do
not sell them, while local soviets and the directors of enterprises and in-
stitutions do not help the builders sufficiently in obtaining and transport-
ing them. There are no special stores which trade in construction materials
in the rayon centers of Ryapina, Otepya, and Valga, while construction mater-
ials reaching the cooperetive trading network are only sold to kolkhozes. Kot
one enterprise in Tartu is engaged in building individual houses which are to
be put up for sale to its workers, engineers, and employees.(3)

In the Latvian SSR, the state gave 135,000 rubles of long-term credit to
individual builders in Griva. There were 45 families in their own homes in
January 1952.(11)

In the Lithuanian SSR, workers of light industry enterprises built 1,686
homes of their own in 1951 with the aid of state credit.(12)

In 1951, the population of Minsk received a total of 1,910,000 rubles of
loans for individual housing construction so that hundreds of people have
built their own homes in the Belorussian capital. The 1952 plan calls for the
allotment of 2 million rubles of credit (13) and the construction of privately
owned houses with & total area of 12,500 squure meters.(1h) » total of 200,000
rubles of credit has been granted for the repair of privately owned houses.(13)

In Stalino and Zaporozh'ye, two cities in the Ukrainian SSR, individual
housing construction represented 56 to 75 percent of the total amount of hous-
ing resour:es made availablie in the lzst & years.(22
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The Tiraspol' City Soviet in the Moldavian SSR has aspigned 300 lots for
the construction of privately owned houses, while the state allotted some 2
rillion rubles of long~term loans to individual builders.(15)

The workers of Telavi in the Georgian 8SR built 250 new houses of their
own with government aid in 1951.(16)

Individual housing construction has assumed considarable proportions in
Baku. The Azerbaydzhan Prombank has issued more than 5 million rubles of long-
term loans to workers and employees. In the petroleum-producing part of town ’
300 houses with a total ares of about 40,000 square meters have been constructed
by builders with the aid of enterprises in transportation ang materials.(17)
Individual builders put up 78 stone houses in the town of Agdam in 1951. They
are to receive materials from the Agdam Soviet angd loans from the siate for
the expansion of their work ip 1952.(18)

In Yerevan, individual builders put up 1k »000 square meters of living
space in 1951.(19)

Individual builders of Ashkhabad received more than 22 million rubles of
bank loans from 1949 to 1950 and in the first 10 months of 1951. In the same
period, they built ang settled 1,923 houses with some 60,000 square meters of
living space. The plan for inmdividual housing conetruction is Progressing un-
satisfactorily, and the number of houses put into operation is only 39 percent
of the number planned for a Leyear period. Executive committees of the city
apd rayon soviets do not recognize the importance of individual housing con-
struction, and control over plan fulfillment by individual builders is ex-
tremely feeble. The delivery of materials is inadequate, architects have
feiled to offer diverse and beautiful plans, and roads, electric networks »
and sewerage are long overdue in regions of individual housing comstruct ion.(20)

Complaints have also been made about the course of individual housing
construction in Stalinabad ; even though 600 lots were assigned and more than
2 million rubles of long-term loans have been issued by the state. Attacks
have been made on the inadequate leadership or city soviets, the presence of
only one store in a settlement, the absence of water and electricity, and the
arbitrary changes of plans by individual builders which mar the architectural
form of the whole.(21)
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